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Aquarius- You're capable 

iy juggling a lot of various 
social and personal obliga- 
tions this week. Beware of 
someone trying to make you 
sneeze. 
Pisces- All of the wonders 
of the world are expressed 
in the actions.of people you 
know. Take time to appreci- 
ate them 


Aries- This week is the culmi- 
nation of the past few weeks. 
You will get what you de- 
serve. It's not too late to alter 
certain outcomes. 


Taurus- Hard truths will go 
down easy this week. Look 
for the silver linings and fo- 
cus on what you can learn in 


Gemini- Take this rising 
weather and wear it like a 
cloak. Boring routines will 
be painted in an aura of new 
possibilities. Look again. 

Cancer- It's a good time to 
be receptive to.criticism. You 
stand to gain a lot from lis- 
tening to earnest advice from 
those you trust and love. 


Leo- Trusting a new person 
might be difficult for you, but 
will ultimately yield a mutu- 
ally successful result. It's ok 
to ask for help. 


Virgo- Pick up an old thread 
that's grown dusty this week 
and try to follow it. You might 
find that you are more skillful 
than you remember. 


Libra- It might feel like 
Spring, but take~a lesson 
from the grasshopper and 
the ant. Hard times are com- 
ing. Save your resources like 
it's Autumn. 

Scorpio- Listen to the needs 
of your close friends this 
week. Someone is crying out 
for help and praying that you 
notice. This is serious. 
Sagittarius- Jump into a 
strange river this week! Liter- 
ally! Go find some awesome 
nature shit and get wet and 
dirty. It will do you good. 


Capricorn- A tiny, mean- 
ingful change. executed 
thoughtfully will have an 
enormous impact on your 
life, moods and well-being. 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


“chempion | of the bored and lonely 


Ahh, the Front Page. My dearest 


ery week, sometimes stronger than 
Front Page. How | adore you. 


others. And here we are, once again, 
too tired to talk, breathing into each 


<ony given situation. 


Ask Hannah Wren 


Dear Hannah, 


| was ata bar that | frequent earlier this week and 
the bartender was wearing a dress that | found to 
be beautiful. | complimented her dress and she 
was kind of icy with me, and I’m not pissed about 
that, | get it, I'm just curious if there is a respectful 
way fora male to compliment a female ina non |- 
want-to-fuck-you way, or if physical compliments 
just really have no place in a casual friendship. 
Thanks, you're great. 

Obvious Admirer 


My dear obvious one, 


Thank you for asking this question. It’s a good 
one, and I’m so glad you're alert to its complex- 
ity, even if | don't feel like | have a completely 
satisfying answer to give you. Because what 
| think is basically, (within certain limits, on 
which more in a minute), it depends. Is it pos- 
sible to compliment a woman’s appearance 
without opening the possibility that she will 
perceive it as flirtatious (at best), or insulting 
or objectifying (at worst)? The latter question is 
really a narrower version of the former, so let's 
take them in order. 

First: flirtation. Can it exclude the possibility 
of flirtation? | don’t think so, not really. Aren't 
physical compliments always a little bit flirta- 
tious? I'm not trying to call you out. | don’t think 
“|-want-to-fuck-you” is a given or obvious sub- 
text of aesthetic appreciation. Flirtation is more 
open-ended than that. You can indicate that 
you're into someone's self-presentation with- 
out its necessarily being a veiled expression of 
a more concrete sexual intention. But taking 
pleasure in someone's appearance and saying 
so just has a flirtatious edge to it, all the more 
when it’s not necessarily clear to either one of 
you whether you “mean” something by it. Walk- 
ing that edge can open you to the possibility 
that the person you're complimenting won't be 
into it — just as itcan open you to the possibility 
of getting flirted back. 

So if you've decided you feel okay potentially 
being a bit flirtatious, how do you then know 
what’s appropriate, and what isn’t? Saying, 
“that’s a great dress” is obviously different from 
saying, “that's a hot dress.’ Likewise, comment- 
ing on some aspect of someone's self-presen- 
tation is different from noting and approving 
of a physical feature. 


=---- 


Let me suggest some tentative guidelines. | 
should acknowledge that these questions are 
framed in the terms your letter was given - 
that of a (presumably) heterosexual man com- 
plimenting a woman. 1) Can you imagine say- 
ing similar to a guy? This first question seems 
useful, because if you can say yes to it, you 
can probably say no to the second: 2) Are you 
objectifying or sexualizing her body? “That's a 
beautiful dress” is better than, “you look great 
in that dress” - though other adjectives would 
take you further in the direction of neutrality. 
Killer dress, great dress, cool dress. And 3) Are 
you complimenting her in a neutral social set- 
ting? 

This third criterion is where the example you 
give gets tricky. In general, avoid compliment- 
ing women at their places of work. A lot of 
female bartenders are hit on all night long. 
It's understandable why the gal you compli- 
mented didn’t take for granted that your com- 
ment was totally innocuous, and also why she 
made it clear how she felt about it. | wrote, in 
my first draft of this letter, “In some senses, 
that’s a social interaction that’s working: she’s 
couldn't necessarily tell if you were trying to 
pick her up or not, and if you were, she wanted 
to let you know that she’s not into it. Message 
received.” But then | gchatted about it with a 
friend of mine who was a bartender for a long 
time, and she pointed out a more complicated 
dynamic at play when you compliment a fe- 
male bartender. “If she says to you in the most 
blunt way possible, ‘I’m not interested in you 
and | don't really want to be complimented,” 
my friend writes, “she’s potentially jeopardizing 
her income. Sexual attention forces her into a 
tightrope walk of being genial enough to keep 
the tips coming, while still conveying that she’s 
not really interested. The blurry lines therein 
being a big part of why guys hit on bartenders 
so much.’ That feels like an important point to 
keep in mind. 

If all this just feels totally overwhelming, or 
like so many hair splittings, and you want to 
be sure not to confuse or offend anyone, I'd err 
on the side of restraint. And ask your female 
friends what they think about it! Good luck! | 
believe in you! 


xxHannah 


Ask Hannah! - - - Povladelphiahdmireregmaricom.. 


“si Untagged Content Anticopyright 2010 - 2015 Secret Family Publications - You've got a secret admirer. 


The Front Page is simultaneously 
the most difficult and my favorite 
part of the Admirer. The Front Page 
is where, long ago, it all started. It is 
my partner. All of the other sections 
are our children. Every issue is a 
high, gift-giving holiday. The Front 
Page and |, we struggle and we 
spend, we work to lay our efforts at 
the feet of the other sections. We 
want to be good parents. We start 
out strong and full of life, laugh- 
ing and taking long steps, hand in 
hand. We search high and low, de- 
ferring meaningful time together, 
never suspecting that our lives are 
finite. We burn down to stumps 
while making everything else just 
so: wrapping tinsel on wreaths, 
polishing candelabras, dusting 
holy books. We sing every other 
section their favorite songs and 
tuck them in. And then, spent and 
trembling, wicks in our sconces, we 
look at each other across a dark- 
ened parlor, wasted and frail, and 
sometimes have nothing left. We 
hold each other in the small, quiet 
hours while the children sleep and 
dream of morning, and simply have 
nothing left for one another but 
to sit entwined, a warm garden of 
limbs in a chair with a broken leg. 
And what is there to say at such a 
moment? 


In the morning we are gone and all 
we can hope is that the children be- 
came something strong and lovely, 
but there’s nothing more we can 
give them. Not until we are born 
again, not until we find each other 
in the next life, in the next week, 
and do it once more. | feel the Front 
Page following me. | find it different 
every week, sometimes stronger 
than others. It finds me different ev- 


others mouths, our eyes crescents, 
our bodies warm and still, a ticking 
wall clock, the children sleeping up- 
stairs. | don’t think I’ve ever told you 
that | love you, Front Page. 


And it smiles and closes its eyes, 
and laughs so softly that if you 
didn’t know any better you might 
think it was crying. 


In our dusty, crumbling moments, 
I'm suddenly filled with unendur- 
able regret. Fuck everything else! 
Fuck the crossword puzzle. Fuck the 
wacky facts! | wish I'd spent all my 
time with you and only you. | wish 
we had found the perfect stories, 
cemented together the fragments 
of poems and thoughtful sentenc- 
es into something beautiful. In the 
ever failing seconds | know with a 
certainty seldom felt that you are 
the reason | do this, everything, and 
| give you so little. It will be differ- 
ent next time, in our next life. When 
| find you next week | will give you 
everything. We will make a perfect 
page, the best of our both. We will 
forge high art between our part- 
ed lips. Forgive me, | say, and the 
sound is lost. 


And it chuckles politely, as if I'd told 
it a joke that it already knew. 


See you next week, Love. 

And that's all. 

There's nothing left. But the other 
sections are great. We gave them 
everything they asked for. 


We were good parents but we were 
lousy partners. 
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KENSINGTON + WEST PHILLY » NAVY YARD 
FIRESIDE CAMP SUPPLY + WILLIAMS SONOMA 
PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL » CAMDEN 


OME A MEMBER! 
ie SUMMER CSA* 


> USE CODE GEERETOSATS AT ONLINE CHECKOUT BY 4 Ax 


*RESTRICTIONS 
VALID WITH OTHER 
OFFERS. 


KUNG FU HUSTLE 


a, ON 35mm! 
FRIDAY APRIL‘10 & SATURDAY APRIL 11 
11:59PM 


PFS:ROXY THEATER 
\2023 SANSOM ora 


Ress WOLF CYCLES 


4311 Lancaster Ave. 
215-222-2171 
Present this coupon for 10% off one item (including new and used bikes), 
and a free patch kit. Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 6/1/2015 
www.firehousebicycles.com 


Baltimore Ave. 
215-727-9692 


COME ON DOWN 
TO W/N W/N TO 86 

“ “ry \ YOUR 
CORPORATE 
OVERLORDS. 
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coffee. 
booze. 
food. 
.onen everyday. 
.& Nearly every night. 


| 931 SPRING GARDEN II 
PHILADELPHIA 


NO GMS 
NO HEAD CHEFS 


NO GODS 
NO MASTERS 
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E mail: Philadelphia Admirere gna 


Back issues: Philadelphin- Secret- 
admirer. tumblr. com 
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‘Via, ys 5tcapele, 
SALES C SERVIGE 


606 S 9th St 
Tues-Thurs, Fri & Sat : 10-5 
Closed Sun & Mon 


Spring tune up - $60 


215 627-3370 bikeville.com 


Weds: 1-9 


This is Edwina 


She just told me 
how sick and 
tired she is of me 
leaving to go to 
work every day. 
Much preferable 


WTF Pits é Wacky é Facts! 
ev Brian May, lead 
guitarist of Queen, dropped out of 
a PhD Physics program to join the 
band full time. He finally completed 
his PhD in 2007. ¥ The sailfish is the 
fastest known fish, and can swim at 
speeds of 68 miles/hour--5 miles/ 
hour faster than a cheetah, the fast- 
est known land animal. ¥ In 2009, a 
guy used his Visa card to purchase 
cigarettes, and due to a system 
glitch at Visa HQ, was charged over 
23 quadrillion dollars, or more than 
100 million times 100 million dol- 
lars. ¥ The mystery flavor Dum-Dum 
is an amalgam of all the flavor left- 
overs at the end of a given day, and 
never the same from batch to batch. 


Broad St Diner 


¥ A male cicada can make noise 
louder than a jackhammer breaking 
sidewalk: 120 decibels vs 100-115. ¥ 
Abraham Lincoln and Charles Dar- 
win were born on the exact same 
day. ¥ The term "smoker's cough" 
was coined by Philip Morris in an 
ad that claimed you get smoker's 
cough from smoking brands oth- 
er than theirs. ¥ Elvis Presley was 
blonde, and died his hair dark to 
emulate popular movie stars of the 
day. ¥ Statistically, kids are 80 times 
more likely to die while walking to 
school that while on a bus. ¥ The 
first official iteration of the US Air- 
force was 5 hot air balloons and 50 
men. ¥ 


person- Well, Christ is probably risen by now... 


Show at The Pharmacy 
guy- There's gonna be dragon poop! 


Baltimore&47 
guy- (on phone) Bitch! A salad!? 


Cedar&48 


little kid on scooter- (to other little kid on scooter) Rrrrrreadys! Setsssss! GOS! 


On the Train 


person- Tanzania doesn't mean your Tazmanian, | think Tanzania is in Mexico. 


South St 


guy- You know what | do?! go to the dumpster behind Produce Junction. Totally 


free. 


Giant Supermarket 


guy- Hey they have Frankenberry. | used to love them. 
gal- | want your Frankenberry in my assssssssssssssss. 


JFK Blvd 


older gal- (to another older gal) | don't know HOW we didn't go to prison that 
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across 
1. Fat cuts 
6. Ink 
10. Nature of being 
14, Maxim 
15. Shrek 
16. A polite interjection 
17. The yellow AV cable 
18. Tumblr activist 
19. Hindu princess 
20. Florida’s answer to the Okefenoke 
22. Classic clip-clop gait 
23. Product 
24. They 
26. Wooden ducks 
30. Uncivilized 
32. Consumer 
. Spirit quest 
. Of the Kingdom of Air 
. Avoid with skill 
. Stone sponges soaked with metal 
. Snooki if she lost her sense of self 
. After the stone, before the arrow 
44. Slayer of t cells 
46. A special event party 
47. Nigerian monetary unit (s orry) 
49. Destiny 
51. Split apart 
54. Mark a spot on a map 
55. Genius 
56. Complainants 
63. Ireland 
64. Shaft at the center of the wheel 
65. Romantically love 
66. Assert 
67. Weaver of alternate realities 
68. A country with lots of Seoul 
69. Negative cyans 
70. Objects of fuckboi regret narratives 
71. Been around awhile 


1. What hot deals do to your money 
2. The year before a Roman can retire 
3. Not to be mistaken for 44 across 
4. Not quite a wild pig, not quite a heckler 
5. Think LA, or London 
6. Worth a whole stack of corn flakes 
7. Exquisite cheddar is this 
8. Dryad house 
9. An RFID tag tells this to scream 
10. Galactic compatriots 
11. Apportion 
12. Spanish mister 
13. Sends out 
21. In order that not 
25. Can openers 
26. Outfit 
27. Employee Stock Option Program 
28. Yield 
29. Social shepherds 
30. Day of rest 
31. Survived on the fringe 
34. Intimidating mouth noise 
36. Meander 
37. Pen clutching stage diver 
38. Ski be de bee bop a doo 
40. Time chapters characterized by a flavor 
45. Your integument 
48. How to slay a vampire 
50. Triage 
. Cuss 
. Baked potato buddy 
. Accepted to a position 
54. Wharfs 
57. Mutual oral in Rome 
58. Wings 
59. Object of worship 
60. Inferior auto maker that got a bailout 
61. Suffused with a lack of burden 
62. Scorch 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
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Good Friends - Good Food - Good Times 


AO% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


1200 Point Breeze Ave : 
(267) 8584186 : 
Closed Mondays : 


Myriad delicious soups, : 
sandwiches, and drinks! = 
Come to our great place to en- : 
joy our foods and beverages! ¢ 
You will NOT be disappointed! ; 
Nor will you leave hungry, 
thirsty, or lacking in energy. ? 


LAST 


WEEICS 


JAM 
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| don't think you're really 
listening to me right now. 


jee) 


1- The Missouri River flows.into this river. 
2- Who was on the cover of the first TV Guide? 

3- Name Don Quixote's horse. 

4- Which pantheon of gods lived in Valhalla? 

5- Name the longest English word with a single syllable. 


if | just sat on the 
couch and read... 
feeding her 
treats. 


| wish you would. 


, 


YA__| 23) 


Y 


LD LD LD LD a av 


